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FIRST SESSION 

The first session of the convention of the 
Special Libraries Association was called to 
order by the president, Mr. Guy E. Marion, 
Tuesday afternoon, June 24, in the Lounge 
of the New Monterey, Asbury Park, New 
Jersey, with approximately one hundred 
persons present. This was the tenth an- 
nual convention, and as Mr. Marion was 
one of the charter members of the Associa- 
tion, the opening of his presidential talk 
was retrospective. He compared the Asso- 
ciation to an invention which passes 
through the states of ridicule, experimenta- 
tion, and acceptance and mentioned many 
definite contributions which have been 
made to the library movement in recent 
years. In Mr. Marion's words, "The forma- 
tion of the special library was a direct re- 
sult of the demand for ready reference ma- 
terial furnished with expedition, coupled 
with its presentation in organized and di- 
gested form. This function with due jus- 
tice to its numerous readers the public li- 
brary could hardly be expected to perform. 
Hence the creation of the special libraries." 

Mr. Marion extended thanks to the mem- 
bers of his executive board who have faith- 
fully supported him during the year. The 
work of Miss Williams, secretary-treasurer, 
and Mr. Friedel, editor of Special Libra- 
ries, received particular comment. Miss 
Williams has placed the association on a 
firm financial basis due to her untiring 
efforts throughout the year. 

Special Libraries speaks for Mr. Frie- 
del's efforts. Its increasing quality and 
merit show the result of his untiring work. 
One of the most important accomplish- 
ments of the year is the formation of the 
definition for special libraries. This is the 
result 01 many conferences with Mr. Jacob, 
librarian of the General Electric Company, 
and reads as follows: 

"A Special Library consists of a good 
working collection of information either 
upon a specific subject or field of activity; 
it may consist of general or even limited 
material, serving the interests of a special 



clientele, and preferably in charge of a 
specialist, trained in the use and applica- 
tion of the particular material." 

With this definition as a guide, Mr. Jacob, 
chairman of the Survey Committee, will 
proceed in the work of collecting data 
about special libraries throughout the 
United States and in other countries. 

Mr. Marion lay great stress on the desira- 
bility of all library systems working in 
harmony. Again to quote from his talk: 

"These special libraries should be built 
up rapidly and effectively under the help 
and stimulus of the local public librarian. 
If encouraged and helped thus to get onto 
their feet, every one of these special libra- 
ries will naturally become a prop to the 
public library itself in its time of need. 
No public library in a large community of 
diversified industries can ever hope to com- 
pete with its public funds as backing 
against the special library when well de- 
veloped in any one industry and backed 
by its unlimited resources; but on the 
other hand the public library should en- 
courage the coming and growth of these 
special libraries to strengthen its own re- 
sources. In such a community I picture a 
progressive public library doing everything 
to lead its local industries to establish spe- 
cial libraries of their own by loaning 
books and other data pertaining to their 
work and thus sowing the seed, so that in 
time the public library may be able to 
command through its contact with these 
highly developed special libraries informa- 
tion which otherwise would never have 
been found available. In this way we have 
a complete and entire library system for 
the whole nation. It centers in the Li- 
brary of Congress at Washington, from 
there it radiates to every state in the 
union to the several state libraries, thence 
to the local public libraries within each 
state and these in turn will be surrounded 
by a group of financial, commercial, indus- 
trial, medical, technical and other special 
libraries. We thus disarm all opposition 
and construct a whole organism. . . . 
No one element alone is complete without 
the others. All are stronger with the 
others' help." 

The secretary-treasurer's report was 
then given. Owing to Miss Williams' re- 
cent illness, Miss Phail was acting secre- 
tary for the duration of the convention. 
The most striking statement was that the 
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secretary-treasurer received a balance of 
$10 in 1918 and turns over a balance of 
$273.25 to the incoming secretary-treasurer. 
The effort Miss Williams has made this 
year speaks for itself. 

The report of the editor of Special Libra- 
ries, Mr. J. H. Friedel, was presented, Mr. 
Friedel giving a history of the revivification 
of Special Libraries. At the beginning of 
the year, the magazine had a mailing list 
of 325 subscribers and 150 exchanges. The 
end of the year shows a mailing list of 430 
subscribers and practically no exchanges. 
The editor was given a rising vote of 
thanks for his faithful services of the past. 

The program shows, as Mr. Marion very 
aptly states, that "men with breadth of 
address, vision and executive qualities 
have identified themselves with the Special 
Libraries Association and- are willing to 
bring their rich business experience to our 
meetings." 

As the papers will appear in Special Li- 
braries during the coming year they will 
only be mentioned here. The first paper 
was "Documentation in the field of reha- 
bilitation of the disabled," given by Mr. 
Douglas McMurtrie, director of the Red 
Cross Institute for Cripples, New York 
City. This most interesting paper was fol- 
lowed by a moving picture called "The 
cheer-up film," the story of a m<an who had 
lost both arms, yet was cheerful and 
capably earning his own living. 

Mr. F. M. Feiker, editorial director of 
ihe McGraw Hill Company, Inc., New York 
City, gave a short talk on "How the special 
library can help build industry." The pa- 
per brought forth much discussion. A 
motion was made by Mr. Friedel and sec- 
onded by Miss- Carabin that a committee 
of five or more be appointed by the chair- 
man to consider with Mr. Feiker the prob- 
lems of the coming year. The following 
committee was appointed: 

G. W. Lee, Stone & Webster, Boston, 
Mass., Chairman; Ida B. Campbell, Good- 
rich Rubber Co., Akron, Ohio; Elsie L. 
Baechtold, College of Engineering, Urbana, 
111.; Louise B. Krause, H. M. Byllesby & 
Co., Chicago; Ethelwyn Gaston, Western 
Electric Co., New York City; Edith Phail, 



Scovill Mfg. Co., Waterbury, Conn.; W. F. 
Jacob, General Electric Company, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 

Mr. George A. Deveneau, representative 
from the Federal Board of Vocational Edu- 
cation, 200 New Jersey Avenue, N. W., 
Washington, D. C, gave a ten-minute talk 
on the work the federal board is doing 
with the returned disabled soldiers. Mono- 
graphs covering 104 occupations for dis- 
abled persons can be obtained, upon re- 
quest. 

Mr. F. S. Crum, assistant statistician of 
the Prudential Insurance Company, New- 
ark, New Jersey, gave an excellent address 
on the "Library and statistical work with 
the Prudential." 

A motion was made by Mr. Lee and sec- 
onded by Mr. Johnston that a nominating 
committee be appointed by the chair to 
report at the next session. The following 
were appointed on the Nominating Com- 
mittee: Mr. D. N. Handy, Chairman; 
Miss Mary B. Day; Mr. Herbert O. Brig- 
ham. 

The first session adjourned at 6:30 p. m. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session of the Special Libra- 
ries Association was called to order at 3:00 
p. m. by the president, Mr. Guy E. Marion, 
with approximately two hundred and fifty 
people present. 

Mr. E. D. Tweedell, assistant librarian, 
John Crerar Library, Chicago, read his 
paper on "Special libraries and the large 
reference libraries." 

Mr. D. Ashley Hooker, technology libra- 
rian, Public Library, Detroit, Michigan, 
read a paper on "A technology department 
as a business investment." 

Mr. R. S. Rife, of the bond statistical divi- 
sion of the Guaranty Trust Company, New 
York City, gave a very enlightening and in- 
teresting discourse on "Investment of cap- 
ital in foreign countries — America's oppor- 
tunity and responsibility." 

Mr. F. S. Faurole, manager of depart- 
ment of education and sales promotion of 
the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Corpora- 
tion, New York City, gave an illustrated 
talk on "Aviation — as applied to the index- 



SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 



411 



ing of aeronautical literature." He made 
a special appeal to the members of the as- 
sociation for suggestions for a classifica- 
tion applicable to his work. 

Mr. Leon I. Thomas, editor of Factory, 
Chicago, gave some sage advice in "Some 
whys and hows of our library and a few 
don'ts." 

Miss Edith Phail, librarian of the Sco- 
vill Manufacturing Company, Waterbury, 
Conn., gave some interesting suggestions 
in "Aids to magazine routing systems." 

A short business meeting was held, but 
due to the lateness of the hour the meeting 
adjourned to an extra business session to 
be held at 9:30 a. m., June 26, 1919. 

EXTRA BUSINESS SESSION 

The extra business session was called to 
order at 9:30 a. m. in the Lounge by the 
president, Mr. Guy E. Marion, with about 
seventy-five present. 

The report of the Nominating Commit- 
tee was read and accepted. 

It was moved and seconded that the sec- 
retary be instructeu to cast one ballot for 
the nominees as proposed by the commit- 
tee. The officers for the coming year are 
as follows: 

President, Maud E. Carabin, librarian 
Detroit-Edison Company, Detroit, Mich.; 
vice-president, E. H. Redstone, librarian 
Massachusetts State Library, Boston, 
Mass.; secretary-treasurer, Estelle L. Lieb- 
mann, librarian National Workmen's Com- 
pensation Bureau, N. Y.; executive com- 
mittee. E. H. McClelland, Carnegie Library, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for two years. (J. H. 
Friedel, National Industrial Conference 
Board, Boston, Mass., has another year to 
serve on the Executive Board.) 

Another progressive step made at the 
Special Libraries Association meeting was 
the division of the association members 
into groups of allied interest. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the formation of an advisory council to 
the executive board be chosen to represent 
the various groups in the Special Libraries 
Association, each group to elect two mem- 
bers. The groups were formed by those 
present and the following elected as the 
advisory council: 

Commercial group: Rose Cameron, 



Laura R. Gibbs. Financial group: Joseph- 
ine M. Hefron, Alice Rose. Insurance 
group: Daniel N. Handy, Estelle L. Lieb- 
mann. Legislative reference group: Clar- 
ence B. Lester, Dorsey W. Hyde, Jr. Tech- 
nical and engineering group: Louis B. 
Krause, Anne E. Draper. Industrial group: 
William F. Jacob, Edith Phail. Welfare 
group: F. W. Jenkins, Orrena L. Evans. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p. m. to 
another short business session to be held 
at 5:00 p. m. 

EXTRA BUSINESS SESSION 

The extra business session was called to 
order by the president, Mr. Guy E. Marion, 
at 5:00 p. m., in the Lounge, with about 
fifty people present. 

The report of Mr. Jacob, chairman of 
the Survey Committee, was heard and ac- 
cepted. A motion was made and sec- 
onded that the committee be continued for 
the coming term. 

The report of a number of other com- 
mittees closed the business session at 6:00 
p. m. 

THIRD SESSION 

The third session of the Special Libra- 
ries Association was called at 8:00 p. m., 
Thursday, June 26, by the president, Mr. 
Guy E. Marion, with about two hundred 
and fifty persons present, Miss Estelle L. 
Liebmann acting as secretary. 

The first paper on the program was, "In- 
dustrial accidents and the library's share 
in their reduction," by Miss Estelle L. 
Liebmann, National Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Bureau. 

Mr. Dorsey W. Hyde, Jr., librarian of the 
New York Municipal Reference Library, 
gave a very interesting paper on "Good 
government and better citizenship via the 
civic library." 

Miss G. B. Easley, director of the wel- 
fare department of the National Civic Fed- 
eration, New York City, in "Humanitarian- 
ism in industry," gave an illustrated lec- 
ture on the welfare work in industry. 

Miss Klager, of the U. S. Department of 
Labor, spoke of Bulletin 250, issued by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, which de- 
scribes welfare work in all its phases in 
the IT. S. 
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The qualifications of a librarian for a 
library of a league of municipalities is 
very aptly put in the paper "The library 
and the league of municipalities" by Mr. 
Homer Talbot, executive secretary of the 
New Jersey State League of Municipal- 
ities. 

Mr. Leslie Willis Sprague, of the Com- 
munity Motion Picture Bureau, New York 



City, gave an illustrated talk on "Ameri- 
canization by indirection." 

The last session adjourned at 11:15 p. m. 

The convention was most satisfying as a 
whole. New members were received daily 
at the registration desk, and also many 
subscriptions. The association can look 
forward to a bright future. 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 



Thirty-five members were present at the 
meeting of the American Association of 
Law Libraries, June 24-26. Four sessions 
were held, including one joint session with 
the National Association of State Libra- 
ries. The following papers were read, all 
of which will be printed in full in the Law 
Library Journal: 

"Pennsylvania side reports," Luther E. 
Hewitt, librarian, Law Association of 
Philadelphia; "Law library binding in war 
time," Dr. G. E. Wire, deputy librarian, 
Worcester County Law Library, Worces- 
ter, Mass.; "Shelf classification of foreign 
law books," W. H. Alexander, assistant 
librarian, Library of the Association of 
the Bar, New York, and Elsie L. Basset, 
Columbia University Law Library; "Revi- 
sions and compilations of the laws of New 



York," John T. Fitzpatrick, law librarian, 
New York State Library. 

There were round table discussions on 
the following subjects: Shelf arrangement 
of law reports, interlibrary loans between 
law libraries, guide cards for law library 
catalogs, indexes to legal periodicals. 

The following officers were elected for 
the year 1919-1920: President, Frederick 
C. Hicks, law librarian, Columbia Univer- 
sity; first vice-president, Sumner Y. Whee- 
ler, librarian, Essex Bar Association Li- 
brary, Salem, Mass.; second vice-president, 
Mary K. Ray, deputy librarian, Nebraska 
State Library; secretary, Agnes Wright, 
librarian, Wyoming State Library; treas- 
urer, Anna M. Ryan, assistant librarian, 
Supreme Court Library, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
executive committee, Edward H. Redstone, 
John T. Fitzpatrick, George S. Godard. 



